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L.8.4B Students will demonstrate an understanding of how similarities and differences 
among living and extinct species provide evidence that changes have occurred in 
organisms over time and that similarity of characteristics provides evidence of 
common ancestry. 

 
!"#")+"&  Analyze and interpret data (e.g. pictures, graphs) to explain how natural selection may lead to 

increases and decreases of specific traits in populations over time. 
!"#")+"$  Construct written and verbal explanations to describe how genetic variations of traits in a 

population increase some organisms’ probability of surviving and reproducing in a specific 
environment. 

!"#")+"(  Obtain and evaluate scientific information to explain that separated populations, that remain 
separated, can evolve through mutations to become a new species (speciation). 
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